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Unit Overview
Visual and Media Literacy, Credible Sources, 
Primary vs. Secondary Sources

Content Elaborations
Reading (I):  The reader is able to look for 
evidence, either directly stated or inferred, that 
helps the author convey the intended message 
to the audience.  Readers must also understand 
the use of certain literary terms,such as allusion 
and analogy, and the impact these terms have 
on a text.  Readers also must understand that 
the structure of a paragraph and the sentences 
that develop it must give the reader important 
information that helps the author in conveying 
the message of a text.  The author's point of 
view is also established through the use of 
language, organization, and details.  The reader 
understands that both print and non-print media 
can be used to present a message, perspective 
and/or argument.  When presenting a particular 
topic or idea, a reader should recognize when 
the evidence is irrelevant and unsound by 
evaluating the claims made by the author in 
terms of accuracy and viewpoint.  

Writing:  Stages in the writing process should 
consist of revision and refinement of text that 
clarifies the intended meaning, and enhances 
word choice, unity and the coherence of 
thoughts, ideas and details. Writers are able to 
activate prior knowledge and then engage in 
the process of inquiry and research.  As writers 

Unit Resources
Lesson 1:  "Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants"

Lesson 2:  Facebook Creator Mark Zuckerburg 
Interview: 
http://www.time.com/time/business/article/0,85
99,1644040,00.html 

Lesson 3:  Discovery Education Video 
"Presidential Distrust of the Press" and "U.S. 
Distrust In Media Hits New High" 
(www.gallup.com) 
    IS:  Compare/Contrast

Lesson 4:  Choose Nonfiction Sources (pg. 
1042)
    
Lesson 5:  "Over the Top:  The True Adventure 
of a Volcano Chaser"
    IS:  Think-pair-share

Lesson 6:  "Position on Dodgeball In Physical 
Education"

http://www.time.com/time/business/article/0,8599,1644040,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/business/article/0,8599,1644040,00.html
http://www.gallup.com
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encounter and gather new and relevant 
information, they assess whether the evidence 
is sound and recognize when it is irrelevant.  

Speaking and Listening:  The focus is to 
understand that by applying and adapting 
effective listening skills to conversational 
situations, partners and teams will develop new 
understandings and knowledge as well as 
accomplished goals and make appropriate 
contributions.  In order to be an effective 
listener, focus on and analyze information 
presented in a variety of formats while 
applying critical listening skills. 

Unit Vocabulary
See vocabulary associated with each selection.

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)
Lesson 1:  How do readers distinguish between 
primary and secondary sources to determine 
and evaluate the credibility of the information 
used in a text?

Lesson 2:  How does an author use interview to 
develop a central idea of a text?

Lesson 3:  How does an author's use of sound 
bites, quotations, and images impact the 
development of a central idea over the course 
of a text?

Lesson 4:  How does bias influence the 
credibility of a text?

Connections
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Lesson 5:  How do readers evaluate the 
advantages and disadvantages of an author's 
use of various mediums to present a particular 
topic or idea?

Lesson 6:  How do critical viewers assess and 
evaluate information and sources to make 
critical decisions?

Standards
CC_Common Core State Standards - English Language Arts/Literacy (2010) - Grade 8 English Language Arts
Strand CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R.8 Reading
 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8 Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of the text.

Craft and Structure
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 
choices shape meaning or tone.
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole.
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key 
concept.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Anchor Standard RI.CCR.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 
topic or idea.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
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Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation.

Strand CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8 Writing
Production and Distribution of Writing
Anchor Standard W.CCR.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Anchor Standard W.CCR.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.
Anchor Standard W.CCR.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Strand CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8 Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
Anchor Standard SL.CCR.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.
Anchor Standard SL.CCR.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Grade Level Standard CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

Student Assessment
NWEA Map (Benchmark)
STAR/AR
End of selection tests

Unit Refection

Unit 3/Concept 2
Content
A.  "Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants"
B.  Facebook creator Mark Zuckerburg Interview
C.  "Presidents Distrust of the Press" and "U.S. Distrust In 
Media Hits a New High"
D.  Choose nonfiction sources 
E.  "Over the Top:  The True Adventure of a Volcano Chaser:
F.  "Position On Dodgeball In Physical Education"

Skills
A.  "Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants"
         1.  Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using 
different mediums to present a particular topic or idea.  RI8.7
B.  Facebook creator Mark Zuckerburg Interview
         1.  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary 
of the text.  RI8.2

Assessment
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         2.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions 
to other text.  RI8.4
         3.  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph 
in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept.  RI8.5
         4.  Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  RI8.6
         5.  Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information on the same topic and identify where 
the text disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.  RI8.9
         6.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  W8.4
         7.  Draw evidence from literary or informational text to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  W8.9
         8.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussion (one on one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse 
partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others ideas and expressing their own clearly.  SL8.1
         9.  Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its 
presentation.  SL8.2
C.  "Presidents Distrust of the Press" and "U.S. Distrust In 
Media Hits a New High"
         1.  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary 
of the text.  RI8.2 
         2.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions 
to other text.  RI8.4 
         3.  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph 
in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept.  RI8.5 
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         4.  Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information on the same topic and identify where 
the text disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.  RI8.9 
         5.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  W8.4 
         6.  Draw evidence from literary or informational text to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  W8.9 
         7.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussion (one on one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse 
partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others ideas and expressing their own clearly.  SL8.1 
         8.  Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its 
presentation.  SL8.2 
D.  Choose nonfiction sources 
         1.  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced.  RI8.8
         2.  Gather relevant infomation from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  W8.8
E.  "Over the Top:  The True Adventure of a Volcano Chaser:
         1.  Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using 
different mediums to present a particular topic or idea.  RI8.7 
F.  "Position On Dodgeball In Physical Education"
         1.  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced.  RI8.8 


